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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic fundamental state of
Longan farmers who produced off-season Longan in Lamphun Province; (2) the state of their off-
season Longan production; (3) their opinion to decision making of off-season Longan production;
and (4) their problems and suggestions on their decision making of off-season Longan production.
The population in this study was 6,061 Longan farmers. The sample size was determined by
Yamane formula, 152 samples were selected by simple random sampling technique. The data
were collected by interviewing the studied farmers using structured interview form. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage,
minimum, maximum, mean, standard deviation. The findings of this study were as follows: (1)
more than a half of the studied farmers were male. Their average age was 53.72 years. Their
average number of household member was 2.19 persons. They were educated at primary level.
More than two-thirds of them were a farmer. They were mostly a member of a farmer group and
the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The average period of their experience in
off-season Longan production was 4.64 years. The average number of their labor in off-season
Longan production was 3.15 persons. More than two-thirds of them had income and cost of off-
season Longan production at 50,000 baht/rai and 10,000 baht/rai respectively. (2) most of the
studied farmers practiced regularly adhering to the 4 steps of off-season Longan production,
these were preparing their plants, making them blossomed earlier, looking after their plants in
order to get quality produce, and harvesting and practicing after harvesting. (3) it was found that
factors relating to their decision making of off-season Longan production at the highest level
were in economic aspect, while the factors relating to their decision making at high level were in
physical, social, and technical aspect. And (4) the studied farmers had problems in economic
aspect at high level, while their problems in physical, technical, and social aspect were at
medium level. They had suggestions at the highest level in 2 issues, these were related sectors
should have set training courses to transfer them knowledge of off-season Longan production,
and should have set field studies in the area that were successful in off-season Longan

production.
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